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Mastering GCSE dictation — Spanish

Introduction

This GCSE teaching pack is designed to improve students’ dictation skills in Spanish. It will
prepare students to successfully transcribe what they hear in Spanish in order to assist
them with the dictation question of the new GCSE listening exam.
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Dictation is likely to prove challenging to students as most will not have much or any prig
knowledge of what it is to transcribe in the target language. They need regular and t;
practice to embed the skills they need to perform well, especially at the earlyistages
teaching, while the language is modelled through meaningful input.

This pack is Teachit’s take on how to improve your students’ confidence, g
marks when transcribing the target language. The sample material has
by a specific exam board, but it draws from the lists of high-frequen
AQA and Edexcel specifications.

The pack is made up of four stages to help teachers to scaffol , from
syllable/grapheme level to sentence level without support, in

exam.

Stage 1: Low challenge — high support

Stage 2: Medium challenge — medium suppor,
Stage 3: High challenge — low support

Stage 4: High challenge — no support

vities with aims, instructions and further
activity within each stage is linked to a
tirely on AQA and Edexcel exam-style

Each stage showcases three detaile
exploitation ideas beyond the actu
specific PowerPoint. PowerPoint
guestions as outlined by®ac

The pack also includes a s n wi eas on how to use digital technology to support
dictation.

tivities at a specific level, gradually building in difficulty
nge (low to high) and support (high to low)
activity

stu -facing slides
nswer grids

o here appropriate) a blank template.

This Word document includes:

e teaching notes for each of the four stages of dictation

e three or more additional suggested activities per stage

e suggested technologies that can enhance students’ dictation skills

e top tips for teachers who are new to teaching or not so familiar with dictation.
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https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8692-SP-2024.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-spanish-specification-2024-draft-1.pdf
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Stage 2: Medium challenge — medium support

Teaching notes

This second stage, Medium challenge - medium support, aims to further develop students’
dictation skills, focusing on whole words. In this process, there will be some scaffolded
support from the teacher to gently help students make the correspondence between
sounds (phonemes) and how they are written/transcribed (graphemes).

This process is intended to support students while slowly increasing their confidenc d
independence.

stage 2 transcription tasks. We have included three activitie
some challenging key sounds in Spanish, such as: que
ra/re/r + vowel and b/v + vowel.

The templates in the PowerPoints can be easily ifie opulated with any
alternative high-frequency words that the teach ocus on.
Activity Topic
e
1. Running dictation e-time activities
2. Back-to-back dictatio Free-time activities
3. Mad dictation Education and work
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Activity 1: Running dictation

Aim:

The aim of this activity is to is to continue to work on developing students’ transcription
skills, focusing predominantly on the graphemes que, qui, ge, gi, ce, ci and silent h.
Students work in small groups, and support is provided in the form of a gap fill to provi
context. The task requires students to insert simple known words into the gapped
sentences based on what they hear.

Instructions:

1. For this activity, the teacher projects the gap fill sentences provided should
they wish, hand out one printed version to each group of stude a to write
their answers in their book or on a mini whiteboard.

2. Students appoint a scribe.

3. The teacher dictates the passage, inviting just one s
out to the front to listen to each sentence. The teagher
necessary.

and per sentence
t it two more times if

4. Individual students listen to the teacher, retu i up, and read out the full
sentence, including the missing word.

5. The scribe transcribes what they ith the help of their peers.

6. The teacher then shares the complete rsion of the task with students to check and
assess their answers.

chorus to reinforce th ence between sound and grapheme. This can be done

quickly, slowly, i ing a silly voice, etc.
In pairs, stud visit the sentence in full and change one or more words then
dictate it d see if they can spot and correctly spell the changed word(s). For

oy a comprar un juguete eléctrico para mi hermano pequefio they
omprar un juguete eléctrico para mi hermana pequefia.

r a useful regular starter or plenary task to build skills and develop ability and
confidence.

© www.teachit.co.uk 2023 111356 Page 11 of 26



Low challenge — high support m

Activity 3 Syllable table
ta za te
ha je
sa le tas
VIS no DI ve
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High challenge — low support

M

Activity 1b Gap fill without the gaps

1. En mitoco en la de musica con mejor @
Creo es importante asignaturas 6

Para tus hace trabajar durog &

Mi padre Derecho perg,n %gado

El en mi no es largo

se pueden los al or correo

falta protegiz
Tra onli algo

N o o s w N

o0
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Exam-style questions — AQA

Answers

Activity 1 Foundation tier — dictation sheet@
1. Mis padres / van al cine /@&

o
2. Mi abuela / toca el pia N’e .

3. Me IIevo/maI/c(mJ rimos.

4. Aveces/ mi 0 / es muy pesado.

«Q/
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Exam-style questions — Edexcel

%

Activity 2 Higher tier — dictation sheet

1 Vivo enuna _ciudad que idosa

2 Esta enla costa es tastica

3 | Hace cinco afos era mu N} a.
4 | La ciudad me gus &nte&

5 | Hay mucha con acion por los coches.
6 |H er en el medio ambiente.
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